Benoît Gaumer qualified as a physician at the Faculty of Medicine in Paris and then served for several years as a *coopérant* (something like a Peace Corps volunteer) in Tunisia. He subsequently earned a doctorate in history from the University of Montreal and is now an associate professor in the University of Montreal\'s Department of Health Administration, Faculty of Medicine. He is, therefore, pre-eminently qualified to write a history of Tunisia\'s public health system. He focuses on the seventy-five years of the French protectorate era and manages to cram an amazing amount of information into just 258 pages of text. He begins with an overview of the population of Tunisia, censuses, and health indicators. Subsequent chapters take up the major diseases that struck Tunisia during the protectorate: endemic and epidemic plague, relapsing fever, typhus, cholera, and smallpox, and the early years of epidemiology in Tunisia.

The Pasteur Institute of Tunisia plays a leading role in the book. The groundbreaking work of its long-time director, Charles Nicolle, under whose leadership the institute became an internationally known centre for infectious disease research, is featured in a fascinating chapter. Nicolle won the 1928 Nobel Prize for his work on typhus, which he carried out largely in Tunisia. Though the Pasteur Institute was at the very forefront of scientific investigation, the colonial authorities tended to neglect the health, education, and welfare of the indigenous population, and malnutrition and the diseases of poverty were widespread. The major endemic and epidemic diseases, however, nearly disappeared by the end of the protectorate. Gaumier makes it clear that the colonial authorities did not deserve all the credit for this, but were actually continuing a process of public health development begun by the beys of Tunis and their reforming ministers, in the mid-nineteenth century.

In subsequent chapters, Gaumier addresses the professionalization of medicine, the development of the Ministry of Health, ethnicity-based hospital organization, public assistance and indigenous medicine, and the democratization of medicine. Appendixes contain lists of the major epidemics and stages of public health assistance and are followed by a short glossary of terms.

Readers will note that nearly all the sources listed in the bibliography are in French. Two or three are in English. There are no Arabic sources, though the National Archives of Tunisia contain rich and varied materials that would have added an invaluable dimension to the study. In addition, there are few interviews, though many should be able to remember the latter years of the protectorate, in Tunisia and in France.

The book begins with a quotation from the Tunisian historian, Ahmed Chérif, author of the venerable *Histoire de la médicine arabe en Tunisie*, published in 1908, to the effect that the history of medicine of a country follows the history of its domestic politics. The book does not, however, tell us much about the domestic politics or the wider historical context of the time. We learn only a little about the struggle between the colonized and the colonizer or about how medicine and public health policy articulated the contradictions of colonial rule. How did medicine and public health serve the hegemonic interests of the colonial authorities and later the nationalist leaders? There is information about ethnicity and class but little about women and gender. Of course, the author is focusing on the institutions of medicine and public health and is not writing a larger social or political history. He concludes that the domestic situation was so inegalitarian and political forces so divided that the status quo remained until after independence. His conclusion asks intriguing questions and sets the stage for further analysis. This book is a pioneering contribution to the history of medicine and public health in Tunisia and to colonial medicine in general and will become an indispensable source for future researchers. The author is to be congratulated.
